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1. There is no form of machine tool which has called for more ingenuity in design than the gear-cutting
machine. The methods by which gears may be cut are so numerous, the requirements are so varied, the
possible application of ingenious geometrical principles through the mechanism used are so nearly limitless,
that a wonderful variety in design and construction has been evolved, affording a field of study which is
unparalleled in its interest to the mechanic and engineer. ({Flanders, 1909 #297}, p. 1)

2. In presenting to the mechanical public this little work, I am fully aware that | am treading upon well-known
ground, and that | have devoted time and effort to a subject which is well-nigh "old as the hills," ...
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