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Preface 
 

Unlike first language acquisition, listening comprehension is a more 
complicated process of a foreign language. It is a laborious activity to 
language learners, requiring a different understanding than comprehending 
the first language. Recently, a great number of experts in language studies 
have done much research on listening comprehension. However, due to 
features of oral comprehension, teachers and learners encounter problems 
with a communicative skill.  

Is such impairment rooted in our general understanding of foreign 
language learning (FLL)? Does it require specific methods and practices to 
fill this gap? One solution is devoting more attention to leaning through 
listening activities at every proficiency level. The other critical issue is the 
concern of Iranian Foreign Language Learners (IFLL) in pronouncing 
words at early stages of learning. They are usually under pressure of 
affective factors bringing anxiety in them for correct pronunciation while 
speaking. The major point is that IFLL do not listen to own oral 
production, and naturally it results in a lack of necessary confidence. 
Placing more emphasis on similar strategies and learning behaviors can be 
another solution to dominate learners , demanding pedagogical 
and psychological knowledge, indeed. 

In several cases, it is observed that IFLL poorly produce a foreign 
language in terms of phonetics, and they are not able to clearly express 
their intentions. One reason is due to wrong oral perception of Target 
Language (TL). In other words, producing language with poor 
pronunciation is equal to the wrong oral perception. This issue requires 
specific oral facilities and materials to properly hear TL in order to 
produce the language. Listening has a more dominant role in our daily 
linguistic activities. By the necessity of immediate reaction in perception 
and comprehension process, it is the most difficult skill in foreign language 
learning (Parpette, 2008). Using listening strategies has been highlighted by 
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 widely observed. In fact, non-existence 
of motivation and interest in listening result in teachers  incompetency in 
oral aspect, and less emphasis on teaching this skill over the long term. 
Undoubtedly, the aim of learning a foreign language is to communicate 
mainly based on listening which is the starting point of learning/acquiring 
any languages. Not only does the appropriate practice of oral 
comprehension help acquire listening skill in TL, but also does help 
learners in its production. Beginning to learn a language based on oral 
input, learners need to place listening skill as the first rank in their 
priorities, as many other activities of learning are under its influence.  

To demonstrate the power of speech perception, Yanru (2015) 
refers , How to do things with words /Quand dire 

/, to elaborate on Speech Act theory: when we tell someone 
him/her. When we ask our friends 

k them the money. Such power of speech is 
rooted in the power of productive and perceptive organs of human (on 
one hand to produce the speech, and on other hand, to perceive the 
same). In an interaction, speaking is not possible without considering oral 
comprehension. Oral production consists of a phonetic system which is 
connected to productive and perceptive organs: the person who speaks is 
the interlocutor and has a communicative intention, expressing his/her 
social and national identity in an interactional-intercultural system. In 
speech perception, human ears act as a perceptive system having its own 

stages of learning. Also, it needs to be noted that oral comprehension is 
also under direct and indirect influence of L1. Therefore, one of the most 
important roles of teachers is to improve learners  hearing sensitivity 
toward unfamiliar or too familiar sounds (Chapter 9) requiring high 
amount of endeavor and time. 

To discuss productive disorders in language teaching based on 
physiological aspect of brain, errors of speech production can be, in one 
important part, due to the lack of self-efficacy at two primary levels of 
perception and comprehension. Sequencing syllabuses is done following 
prosodic features which are not decoded by an early language learner. 



Preface  III 

Language learners perceive and produce words separately and are able to 
pronounce them; however, they have problems in comprehending the 
speech of a lecturer in FL. This issue is not due to disability in language 
production, but in detecting connected speech in syllabuses and prosodic 
features of a sentence. 

Imagine, we are on a travel at an international airport. The paging 
speaker announces the boarding information in English including our 
flight number, taking-off time, and the gate number. In such situation, with 
an intermediate level of listening proficiency, we will look for the airport 
monitor system. Thus, we come to prove the correctness of our oral 
comprehension by our own eyes. What this situation means to an Iranian 
language learner is the lack of self-efficacy toward his/her listening skill. In 
fact, students do not have adequate oral input in their language learning 
process, and the result is ignoring listening skill. Therefore, acquiring 
listening skill and its strategies require specific attention and learning 
behaviors. 

In order to understand the effect of such problems and improve the 
relationship between oral comprehension and language teachers/learners, 
more focused study of the oral comprehension process, ear and brain 
mechanism in perception, and the role of short/long term memory are 
taken into consideration in the current book. In addition, a literature on 
listening comprehension of ILL is reviewed, following different strategies 
and solutions provided by researchers and experts in listening skill. In this 
book, such problems are followed and discussed with needed solutions in 
order to facilitate learning process for learners, and also to assist teachers 
in their methodologies. All through this book, it is believed that listening 
and oral comprehension are the most influential and complicated factors 
in learning a foreign language, requiring more focus and endeavor by 
language researchers. For teachers 
comprehension, first they must have a proper understanding of such skill, 
learn processes and effective factors, and then they can start teaching the 
same.   




